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The destruction of Nimrud and Palmyra, crumbled shells of mosques in Iraq, the fall of the World
Trade Center towers on 9/11: when architectural totems such as these are destroyed by conflicts
and the ravages of war, more than mere buildings are at stake. The Destruction of Memory, now
with a new preface, argues that such destruction not only shatters a nation’s culture and morale
but is a deliberate act of eradicating a culture’s memory and, ultimately, its existence. A film of
the same name based on the book will be released in late 2015.



Ill Winds: Saving Democracy from Russian Rage, Chinese Ambition, and American
Complacency



Katherine, “A Truly Excellent Book. An exceptional book that clearly and luminously explains why
it is that we feel for the war torn landscape. Buildings stand as far more than just shelter; rather,
they are they backdrop for our stories of love, life, and loss. When they are destroyed, they take
enormous parts of our history (personal and otherwise) with them. I would *highly* recommend
this book - specifically to those interested in finding/understanding meaning in the built
environment, but also to anyone interested in being intellectually engaged in the world we live in.
We are globally united in built form - perhaps a more sensitive understanding of the world
through this specific lens might help us to better understand eachother.”

patrick, “a good book.. A good book.  Bit dry.  Loads of information and just what I expected”

Joseph S. Cavalieri, “excellent. This book helps understand the reasoning behind some of the
worst cultural tragedies, how war has changed over the decades, and the control of memories. I
can see this book used for reference in college studies. It clearly documents destruction and
ends with a passionate plea.”

Maria Hogan, “Very interesting and very easy read. I didn't put it down. As an architect this book
has answered many questions for me. Very interesting and very easy read. I didn't put it down.”

Rob Hardy, “Buildings Are Killed In Wars, Too. In 1993, the lovely 16th century Ottoman Stari
Most Bridge in Mostar was shelled and broken by Croat gunners. It had been a landmark and a
beloved Bosnian cultural totem. "Mostar" means "bridge-keeper", and the bridge had connected
two sides of the most cosmopolitan city in Bosnia, one Ottoman old side and one heterodox new
side. The city took pride that it had the highest rate of mixed Croat-Serb-Muslim marriages. The
bridge was a symbol, and its destruction was a symbol, and is the abiding image of the Croatian
war. In _The Destruction of Memory: Architecture at War_ (Reaktion Books), Robert Bevan
quotes Croatian writer Slavenka Drakulic, who wonders, "Why do we feel more pain looking at
the image of the destroyed bridge than the image of massacred people?" The answer Drakulic
comes up with is that we feel our own mortality, and we expect our lives to end, but everyone
expected the bridge to outlive the humans who loved it. "A dead woman is one of us," Drakulic
writes, "but the bridge is all of us forever." The bridge is but one of the stories in this sad and
fascinating book. Bevan, who has edited _Building Design_ and written about architecture in
various forums, has drawn on many examples to demonstrate that while attention must
obviously be paid first to human casualties of war, the destruction of buildings and monuments is
also a major crime. Because of the permanence we attribute to buildings, they foster "the
creation of social identity located in time and place". Their destruction has effects on future
communities and communal memory. The destruction is also evidence of crimes against
humanity, including genocide.It is true that such destruction has always gone on in human



conflict, but Bevan makes the case that it was in the past century that war on architecture, "the
destruction of the cultural artefacts of an enemy people or nation as a means of dominating,
terrorising, dividing or eradicating it altogether", has become monstrously pursued. Bevan is not
writing about collateral damage which happens in any war, but has one example after another,
like the Mostar bridge, to show how deliberate is the destruction of buildings and monuments by
combatants on the offensive, and how devastating the results might be. Religious buildings still
seem to be particular targets (with libraries and museums also selected for particular
destruction). In the wars in the former Yugoslavia, Catholic Croat and Serbian Orthodox
structures did not escape targeting, but the Bosnian Muslims had the most severe losses. Here
are before and after photographs showing mosques and then the ruins or car parks that has
become of them. This is not mere aggression. In the town of Zvornik, once 60% Muslim with a
dozen mosques, the mayor declared, "There never were any mosques in Zvornik." Destroying
such pesky reminders is a way of controlling the present by controlling history (and it is no
surprise that George Orwell is frequently cited here).The examples are from all over. Israelis and
Palestinians, of course, use history and archeology to promote politics, and are literally
undermining each other's buildings by tunneling beneath them. "Bomber" Harris meditated on
the destruction of the medieval city L?beck, saying it was "more like a firelighter than a human
habitation." The communists destroyed churches in Russia, and China continues to obliterate
the buildings connected to Tibetan worship and culture. The Taliban destroyed the colossal
1,500-year-old Buddhas in 2001, after having forced local people to plant the explosives. Of
course the destroyed World Trade Center is here. Not everything in Bevan's book is about
destruction; he also examines the construction of walls, in Berlin, of course, but also in Belfast
and Israel. There is also reconstruction, which presents further historical and cultural problems.
Some bombed out cities in Europe have taken a "Disneyfication" approach, trying to fashion city
centers into the way they looked hundreds of years ago. The military could rapidly make repairs
to the Pentagon, but the repairs to the World Trade Center site remain controversial as rebuilders
and memorializers battle over the appropriate use of a very valuable piece of real estate. Bevan
has not just accumulated examples of politically-motivated obliteration of buildings, but calls for
a change; we cannot forget human lives lost, but we need, he concludes, a separate crime of
"cultural genocide." His quietly angry book will convince any reader that warring against
architecture makes losers of us all.”

Pierre Gauthier, “Tragically Fascinating!. This poignant work deals with the destruction of
architecture as an instrument of warfare and conquest. In a single book, the author brings
together a broad range of information with which most are familiar only in distinct bits: systematic
Nazi destruction of Jewish and Polish monuments and buildings, organized demolition of
Muslim constructions in Bosnia by Serbs and Croats, methodical attacks on Tibetan built
presence by Chinese Communists, etc. The author courageously evokes not only the actions of
totalitarian regimes but also deliberate Allied bombings of the historic heart of German cities



during World War II and current operations by the democratically elected governments of Israel
or India. This tragic synthesis reveals essential truths about human nature and, perversely,
confirms the importance of architecture in cultures and societies.The destruction discussed is
not only that of first half of the 1900's but also of current times up to and including the 21st
century, demonstrating that barbarity is sadly not a thing of the past.This landmark book, well-
written and effectively illustrated with black and white photographs, deserves wide recognition.
It is very strongly recommended to anyone interested in architecture, city planning or
contemporary history.”

Gordon Guano, “No farting half-orcs, but still pretty good, I guess.. I was hoping to escape into a
new Caverns and Creatures book, but instead this is a book about how grim and sad real life is.
Although it could have been spiced up with abuse of a Mount spell, it's still a solid read.”

Mr. G. Horsewood, “When you destroy heritage, you destroy the people - war's 21st century
mantra. A brilliant summation of how nations are destroyed methodically by destroying their
culture and re-inventing history; even truer now than during the destruction wrought in WWII, and
a sad indictment of our so-called 'civilise' world.An excellent book - essential for anyone with a
political and social conscience.”

martyna, “Great book. Brilliant book full of history and heartbreak. It opened my eyes to a
completely different perspective of conflict and war.”

ettore, “Amo questo libro!. Recensione di mia figlia - Stavo cercando un libro che trattasse
l'argomento e devo ammettere che nonostante Bevan non sia un esperto nel campo storico/
artistico/archeologico, ha fatto davvero un buon lavoro. Al suo attivo ha testi di genere
completamente diverso, ma sono rimasta stupita perché nonostante non abbia familiarità con
l'argomento, è stato capace di includere fatti, trattarli e combinarli in maniera intelligente. Sa
scrivere e argomentare, inoltre, non mancano informazioni generali e specifiche. L'autore
analizza l'argomento attraverso diversi continenti ed epoche e lo fa anche attraverso foto
autentiche. Infine, ho apprezzato la sua presenza nel documentario 'The Destruction of
Memory', a cui hanno partecipato importanti esponenti che trattano il tema. Consiglio il libro,
senza dubbio.”

Apurva, “Very unique.. Enlightening and very intense. Provided lots of input for my dissertation
research.  Will definitely recommend for History and war fanatics.”

The book by Robert Bevan has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 24 people have provided feedback.
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